VAROS A BAKONY LABANAL
CITY AT THE FOOT
OF BAKONY MOUNTAINS

SZERZO / BY:

Ajka a Dunanttil kdzepén elhelyezked
31 ezer {0s varos, és egyben a 39 telepii-
lésbél allo, 6o ezer lakost szamlalo kis-
térség oktatasi, szolgaltatoi kozpontja. A
varost tobb telepiilés egyiittese alkotja:
Ajkarendek, Bakonygyepes, Ajka, Bodé,
Csinger, Tésokberénd, Padragkut. Ajkat
1959-ben nyilvanitottak varossa.

A telepiilés ipari fejlodése 1865-ben,
a barnaszéntelepek feltarasaval kezd-
dott. 1878-ban alapitottak az ajkai tiveg-
gydarat, 1910-ben a téglagyarat. 1937-
t6l miikodott a kriptongyar, amely a vi-
lag elso, leveg6bol kriptont eléallito
tizeme volt. A varosban a timfoldgyéar-
tas és az aluminiumkohéaszat 1943-tol in-
dult meg. Ugyanebben az esztendében az
ajkai héerdmii is elkezdte miitkodését.

A varos a nyolcvanas évek kozepére el-
jut a fejlédés, a varossa valas, a varosépi-
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AJKA VAROS FOEPITESZE /
CHIEF ARCHITECT OF AJKA

tés és varosszépités olyan fokara, hogy
batorsaggal palyazhatott a Hild-érem Kki-
tiintetésért, amelyet 1987-ban, az ,em-
berarcu varost teremt6 harom évtizedes
tevékenységért” Ajka varosanak {télték.
Ezutdn azonban a varos fejlédése le-
lassul. A rendszervaltas megroppantja
Ajkat, a varos iparat is. A KGST-n ala-
puld termel6 kapacitasok részben vagy
teljes mértékben megsziintek. Az alu-
miniumkohot leallitottak és lebon-
tottdk, felére csokkent a timfoldgyar-
tasi kapacitas. Ezzel egyidében ki-
mertilt a gazdasagosan kitermelhet
kdszénvagyon, mara pedig az Ajka kor-
nyéki banyak bezarasra kertltek.
Mindennek ellenére a mai Ajka életét
is az ipari jelleg hatarozza meg: a tobb
mint 130 éve miikodo tiveggyarban al-
litjak el6 a vilaghiri ajkai kristalyt, az

1-2. kép/pict.: Az
AGORA tervei /
Renderings of the

2 AGORA

1996-ban létrehozott Uj Atlantisz Ipari
Park teriiletén szamos gazdasagi tarsa-
sag miikodik, a korabbi allami nehéz-
ipar helyén a gazdasagban megnoétt a
magdanszektor aranya, és eriteljesen no-
vekedett a kis- és kozépvallalkozasok
szama. Jelenleg az elektronika és az au-
toipari alkatrész gyartas keriilt el6térbe.
Ezekre alapozzuk a tovabbi eldérelépést.
A mai varoskodzpont a hatvanas
évek modernista iranyzatat kovetve
keriilt megtervezésre Rutkay Gyula,
Ybl-dijas épitész vezetésével. A koz-
pont megvaldsitasa 1969-ben kezdo-
dott a mai VMK (Varosi Mivel6dési Koz-
pont) épitésével, majd egymas utan,
két nagyobb épitési hullamban valo-
sultak meg a hetvenes és a nyolcva-
nas években a kozpont épiiletei.
A kialakult varoskozpont alapjaiban

10



.

Y
T\

\
\
\
\
\
\
\\

Ajka is a city with 31 thousand inhab-

itants in the middle of West-Hungary
and is the educational and service
center of a micro region with 3g settle-
ments and 6o thousand inhabit-

ants. The city is a conglomerate of
several villages: Ajkarendek, Bakony-
gyepes, Ajka, Bodé, Csinger, Tosok-
berénd, Padragkut. Ajka was officially
declared to be a town in 1959.

The development of the original
settlement started in 1865, with the
opening of the brown coal mines. The
glass factory was founded in 1878, the
brick-factory in 1910. The krypton factory
has been working since 1937, it was the
first plant to produce krypton from air.
The production of aluminium oxide and
aluminium started in 1943. The same year
the power station also started to work.

By the 1980s Ajka has reached the level
of development, urbanization and urban
progress that it applied for the Hild-medal
prize with courage (prize of urban devel-
opment for the cities of Hungary). Ajka
received the prize in 1987 for its “three
decades of work for a human city”.

From this time on the development
of the city slowed down. The change
of regime in the early 19gos shocked
the city and its industry. The factories
producing for the market of Comecon
(Council for Mutual Economic Aid) had
to be closed down within a short period
of time. The aluminium furnace was put
out of operation and was dismantled,
while the aluminium oxide production
decreased to 50% of its previous level. At
the same time the economically mineable
brown coal reserves were used up, and

by today all mines in the surroundings
of Ajka have been closed down.
Nevertheless, the economic life of
Ajka is still mainly determined by its
industry. The world famous Ajka Crystal
is produced in the more than 130 years
old glass factory, while numerous new
companies have been settled in the New
Atlantis Industrial Park founded in 1996.
The former state owned heavy industry
has been replaced by private enterprises,
and the number of small- and medium
scaled businesses has grown signifi-
cantly. At present the most successtul
branches are electronics and spare-parts
production for the automotive industry.
The present-day city centre was
designed in the 1960s under the guidance
of Rutkay Gyula Ybl-prize winner
architect, following the modernist
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jol betolti a funkcidjat, viszont a megval-
tozott gazdasagi, kereskedelmi és tarsa-
dalmi kérnyezet miatt a varos sziikséges-

nek érzi a kozpont megujitasat, az ezzel
kapcsolatos el6készité munkak 2004-
ben kezdédtek meg. Er6 Zoltan vezetésé-
vel a Palatinum Kft. elkészitette a varos-
kozpont megujitasi koncepciojat. A vizs-
galat végeredményeként kézzelfoghato
projektek kertiltek megfogalmazasra,
amelyb6l mar megvalosult a varoskoz-
ponttol nyugatra 1évé AGORA épitése és
a VMK felujitasa. Elokésziileti szakasz-
ban van a Torna-patak revitalizacioja.

Az AGORA és a Patakrevitalizacio ter-
veit az Uzenet Kft. és a Studio73 Bt. ko-
zosen készitették, a tervezést Koszoru
Lajos és Mohacsi Sandor vezette.

A Patakrevitalizacio6 révén a Torna-pa-
tak szerves részét képezi majd a varos-
kozpontunknak, igy kiterjeszthet6 a koz-
pont déli iranyba, lehet6séget adva a pa-
tak partjan 1évo tizleteknek a fejlédésre.

Az Europan 10 tervezési helyszine és
programja is része a varoskozpont fej-
lesztési elképzeléseinek, egy konkrét

problémat vet fel egy, még felujitasra, at-

épitésre szorulo varoskozponti teriileten.

A varos sok energiat forditott az el
mult évben a kozteriileteinek, kozintéz-
ményeinek mindségi javitasara. Meg-
Ujult a vérosi strand, teriiletén 6t 1ij me-
dence épiilt kb. 1700mz vizfeliilettel.

A Varosliget rekonstrukcidja elkezd6-
dott, uj jatszoterek létesiiltek a varos
tobb pontjan. Nagy szamban épiilnek va-
rosi kerékparutak, iitemezve a kozte-
riileteket is folyamatosan megujitjuk a
Hazunk téaja program keretében. A va-
ros elkészitette a panelépiiletek rehabi-
litacidjat megalapozo, az érintett tertile-
tet teljesen lefedo szindinamikai koncep-
ciotervet, amely alapjan egyre nagyobb
szamban tUjulnak meg a tarsashazi lako-
épiiletek. A kornyezo teleptilésekkel osz-
szefogva a varos is fejleszti a helyi kultu-
ralis értékek bemutatasat, ennek kereté-
ben folynak a Parkerdében a banyaszati
muzeum rekonstrukcios és bovitési
munkai, varhatdan a nyar kozepére at-
adasra kertil a beruhdazas. A Varosli-
getben tervezziik megépiteni a Fekete

Istvan és Molnar Gabor szellemiségét
idéz6 mese- és jatszoparkot, a terve-
ket Vincze Attila iranyitasaval a Pagony
T4j- és Kertépitész Iroda készitette el.

A varos ipari multja mellett jelentds
turisztikai vonzerével is rendelkezik, a
Bakony és a Somlé kozelsége sok-sok lat-
nivalot nyujt az idelatogatoknak. A Ba-
kony nyugati labanal az Ajka varoshoz
tartozo Csinger-volgyben és a Parkerd6-
ben tartalmas kirandulasokat tehetiink,
itt az ipari orokség latnivaldi egyedi ter-
meészeti kornyezetben talalhatok meg.
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principles of that age. The realization

of the centre started in 1969 with the

building of VMK (City Cultural Centre).

The other buildings have been realized in

the 70s, 8os in two major building phases.
The city centre fulfils the needs

of its users, but the new economic,
commercial and social environment
makes the renewal of the area indis-
pensable. The preparation works of this
renewal started in 2004. The Devel-
opment Concept of the City Centre has
been prepared in 2004 by Palatinum
Ltd. under the guidance of Er6 Zoltan.
As a result of this development concept
several project areas have been defined.
The building of AGORA west of the city
centre and the refurbishment of VMK has
already been finished, while the Torna-
creek rehabilitation is under preparation.

The plans of the Agora square and
the Torna-creek rehabilitation have
been prepared by Uzenet Ltd. and
Studio 73 Ltd. with the directions of
Koszort Lajos and Mohacsi Sandor.

As a result of the Torna-creek

rehabilitation the area will be an inte-
grate part of the city centre, with

the possibility of extension of the
commercial units towards the creek.

The competition site and the func-
tional program of Europan 10 is also
part of the development concept of
the centre. It addresses one specific
problem in the area, which is awaiting
refurbishment and rehabilitation.

In the previous years the city has
devoted its resources to the high quality
renewal of its public spaces and public
institutions. The open-air swimming-
pool of the city has been refurbished and
five new open-air pools with 1700 m*
surface area have been added to it. The
regeneration of Varosliget (City park)
has started, new playgrounds have been
built at different parts of the city. The
bicycle road system is being extended at
arapid pace, while the public spaces are
also refurbished as part of the program
Hazunk taja (Our Neighborhood). The
city has prepared the complete colouring
concept of the housing blocks of the city

3. kép/pict.: A
Varosi Mivelodési
Kozpont és az
AGORA meg(ijult
kornyezete /
Refurbished area of
the City Cultural
Centre and the AGORA

4-5. kép/pict.:

A Patakrevitalizacio
tervei / Plans of the
Torna-creek
rehabilitation

centre area. This serves as the bases of
the rehabilitation of the buildings, which
are being renewed in greater and greater
numbers. Together with the surrounding
settlements, the city is working to
develop the touristic potential of local
cultural values. The enlargement and
refurbishment of the mining museum
in Parkerdd is in progress, it will be
finished this summer. In Varosliget a
new children’s wonderland park is being
planned with echoes of the fictional char-
acters of the novels of Fekete Istvan and
Molnar Gabor. The park is designed by
Pagony Landscape Architecture Office.
Besides its industrial heritage, the
city also has significant touristic attrac-
tions. The vicinity of Bakony Mountains
and the Somlé-hill offers a great variety
of spectacles for the visitors. The Csinger-
valley, west of the Bakony mountains and
the Parkerd6 are perfect targets of an
excursion, where the sights of the indus-
trial heritage are set in a unique natural
environment. ®
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